GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
during the few thousand years of which we have written
history ! But nothing that has ever happened can be com-
pared with the cataclysm, the tremendous upheaval which has
shattered to atoms our former conception of the universe and
built up a new one more majestic and gigantic than anything
the mind of man had conceived. And, curiously enough, few
people seem to realize what has happened. We are living in a
materialistic age and of late years we have been so fed on
miracles that to some extent they have lost the power to astonish.
No new discovery, however incredible and miraculous, arouses
the controversy which was excited by Darwin when he published
his Origin of Species.
The man who caused this cataclysm, Sir James tells us, was
Einstein with his theory of Relativity, enunciated in those
red-letter years in the World of Science, 1905-1915. A dis-
tinguished body of physicists led by the famous triumvirate,
Einstein, Minkowski and Weyl, have created a new conception
of the universe which has not only replaced the former one but
has reached heights never attained in the past. And this is what
has happened.
What, one imagines, could possibly be more solid than
matter : the matter from which we, the furniture of our rooms,
the houses in which- we live, mountains, stars and such things
are formed ? " You are quite wrong," the scientists told us.
" Matter is not solid at all; it consists only of waves." What,
too, we thought, could be more utterly different from matter
than light ? " Wrong again," said die scientists, " light also
consists of waves, as, indeed, does the whole material universe.
There are, of course, two kinds of waves : one we call Matter
and the other Radiation or Light; thus the universe is resolved
into a world of light." The story of creation, Sir James tells us,
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